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A GREAT MILESTONE 
IN OUR HISTORY 
ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 
QUEENSLAND FORMED 
An important milestone in the history of the 
Society was passed at the monthly meeting on 24 May 
when a large attendance of members unanimously 
agreed to the formation of The Royal Historical Society 
of Queensland, and adopted its constitution. At a sub-
sequent meeting of The Historical Society of Queens-
land, resolutions were carried vesting all assets of that 
Society in The Royal Historical Society of Queensland, 
and dissolving The Historical Society of Queensland. 
These consecutive steps were taken in accordance 
with the advice of our legal advisers, S, T, Dueh, Frank 
Roberts, and Kane, who had informed the Society that 
"The Rehgious, Educational, and Charitable Institu-
tions Acts 1861 to 1959," under which the Society was 
incorporated, did not make provision for the mere 
change of name of a Society, as was originally thought 
to be the case. 
The procedure required to obtain an amended name 
for the Society (the addition of the Royal prerogative) 
was, firstly to call a meeting and form a completely 
new Society under the new name; secondly, to adopt a 
constitution; thirdly, appoint office-bearers; and 
fourthly, to carry a resolution to apply for incorpora-
tion of such Society in the name of "The Royal His-
torical Society of Queensland." This meeting of The 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland should then be 
closed and followed by a meeting of The Historical 
Society of Queensland, which should carry resolutions 
vesting all assets of The Historical Society of Queens-
land in The Royal Historical Society of Queensland, 
and dissolving The Historical Society of Queensland, 
This procedure was followed to the letter. 
By unanimous vote Sir Raphael Cilento took the 
chair at the first meeting to form a Society to be known 
as "The Royal Historical Society of Queensland." 
Sir Raphael Cilento then moved: 
"That pursuant to Royal approval to the use of 
the prefix 'Royal' granted to The Historical Society 
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of Queensland in February, 1959, The Royal His-
torical Society of Queensland be now formed." 
Mr. Arthur Laurie seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
Commander N. S. Pixley then moved: 
"That the constitution of The Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland as circulated be adopted." 
Mrs. Mary Dickson seconded the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 
On the motion of Mrs. E. S, Neaverson all presently 
financial members of The Historical Society of Queens-
land were admitted as members of The Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland; and the officers of The His-
torical Society of Queensland were appointed officers of 
The Royal Historical Society of Queensland. 
This motion was seconded by Mr. L, Phillips and 
carried unanimously, 
Mr. J. C. H. Gill thereupon moved the following 
resolutions: 
" 1 . That it is desirable that The Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland be registered under the 
provisions of 'The Religious, Educational and 
Charitable Institutions Acts of 1861 to 1959.' 
2. That Sir Raphael West Cilento, Kt., President, 
Arthur Laurie, Senior Vice - President, and 
Kenton Thomas Cameron, Honorary Secretary, 
be authorised to apply to the Governor-in-Council 
by Petition on behalf of The Royal Historical 
Society of Queensland— 
'That in accordance with the provisions of "The 
Religious, Educational and Charitable Institu-
tions Acts of 1861 to 1959," Letters Patent under 
the Seal of the State may be issued to them 
declaring that they and their successors for ever 
holding the offices of President, Senior Vice-
President and Honorary Secretary of the said 
Society shall be a body corporate by the name of 
"The Royal Historical Society of Queensland".'" 
Mr. Clem Lack seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
Mr. S. B. Adrian moved: 
"That the President, Sir Raphael West Cilento, 
the Senior Vice-President, Mr, Arthur Laurie, and 
the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Kenton Thomas Cam-
eron, be authorised to do all such acts and things as 
may in their opinion be necessary or desirable for the 
purpose of fully effectuating the previous resolution," 
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Mr. S. D. Stephens seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously, 
Mr, E, S, Neaverson moved: 
"That the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Kenton 
Thomas Cameron, be authorised to make all such 
affidavits for the Society's puri^oses as may be 
required by law." 
Mr. T. J. McCarthy seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
There being no further business, the chairman 
declared the meeting closed, 
A meeting of The Historical Society of Queensland 
Incorporated followed immediately, the President, Sir 
Raphael Cilento, being in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 
On the recommendation of the Council, the follow-
ing persons were admitted to membership: Noel J. Wil-
son; Junior Member Alison N, Matheson. 
Vesting of Assets 
Mr. C. G. Austin moved: 
"That action be taken to vest all assets of The 
Historical Society of Queensland in The Royal His-
torical Society of Queensland." 
Mr. J. T, Maher seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
Mr. C, G, Austin moved: 
"That The Historical Society of Queensland be 
dissolved, and that the President, Sir Raphael West 
Cilento, the Senior Vice-President, Mr. Arthur 
Laurie, and the Honorary Secretary, Mr. Kenton 
Thomas Cameron, be authorised to do all such acts 
and things as may in their opinion be necessary or 
desirable for the purpose of fully effectuating this 
resolution, and that the Honorary Secretary, Mr, 
Kenton Thomas Cameron, be authorised to make ah 
such affidavits for the Society's purposes as may be 
required by law," 
Mr. J. T. Maher seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously, 
Mr. J. C. H. Gill then moved: 
"That in view of the fact this was the last meet-
ing of The Historical Society of Queensland, the 
President be authorised to confirm the minutes, when 
such had been prepared, as a correct record of the 
meeting and sign them accordingly." 
1071 
Mr. Clem Lack seconded this motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 
There being no further business, the chairman 
declared the meeting closed. 
